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EDITORIAIL.

This second issue of Lowse Threads seems to have been much more of a
problem to produce than the first, and appears far later than was originally
planned. However, with the help of the Loose Parish Council, our advertisers,
and Roy Sidebottom and Kent Enterprise for Youth (NW Kent Area), to all of whom
the Society is extremely grateful, it has at last arrived.

Since this journal first appeared, the Loose Area History Society has come
into being, but the members of its Research Group are virtually the same as
those who contributed to thal issue. And the patiern for this edition remains
much the same, too - a variety of articles on the topics which the writers have
been investigating over the past couple of years. We hope the mixture goes
down as well as it seemed to last time.

Pat Jenner, Roger Thornburgh, Shirley Wilson.
Editorial Committee.
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PICKERING COTTAGE

B. DEE CORDING

I had a very interesting letter from the late Mr Geoffrey Day, once a
Maidstone solicitor and the owner of Pickering Cottage from 1934 to 1950. He
thought that he had paid £1600 and purchased it from a Mrs Wintour, a naval
officer's widow. Then, it was known as the house next to the jam factory, as
Mrs Wintour used to make home-made jams to help the needy people during the
depression of the 30s. Mr Day recalled that on the right-hand side of the
entrance-drive stood a large prolific walnut tree with a small pool at its roots
which took up the surface water from the road. Apparently a large number of
Jjam pots were found and buried in this pool. In the back-garden, besides a
cesspool, there was a disused well. During the last war, when an invasion
seemed imminent, Mrs Day wrote to ask her husband, who was away, how she
should immobilize their car; he wrote back telling her to take the wheels off
and put them down the well. At that time the garden included a red 'en-tout-
cas' tennis court and about half an acre or more of orchard.

2 £
i
P
: Gk
Ry
P
7
. :
o e _;?-“ ,~,=
s 10
2
F409
5
Sk
- &
ot _,';,:E.
g
R

Photograph of Pickering Cottage, from the sale particulars of 1928

Mr Day thought the house to be Georgian or early Victorian with a hall-
passage running from the front door to the garden door at the back. On the
south side was a small sitting room and a lounge with French doors leading into
the garden. On the other side of the passage were the dining room and kitchen.
Upstairs consisted of two reasonably sized double bedrooms, two single bedrooms




and a maid's room. Mr Day told me of a splendid cellar, which disclosed the
foundations of Kentish ragstone, and he found, left by the vendor, quite a large
barrel of orange wine (home-made?) which he used for guests and special
occasions, and which, by careful harbouring, lasted him the whole time he was at
the cottage. It is interesting to learn that when the cottage was sold, it went
to a Mr Maidment who, Mr Day believed, was a brewer with Messrs Style and
Winch. At the time, Mrs Day did not think that the orchard should be included
in the sale along with the cottage, but Mr Day felt that it 'made the property'.
Later on, however, he thought he should have listened to his wife, because , not
so long afterwards a road was laid through the orchard and eventually houses
were erected, 'one of which is mine'!

Recalling the pot-holes in Pickering Street, he remembered being asked by
a meeting of residents to get estimates for repairs. After failing to persuade
the Borough Council that it was their responsibility, he obtained from the
British Museum, for remarkably little cost, copies of all the early maps of the
area, though these all proved to be very vague. He then happened on the old
Tithe Map (c.1840) at the vicarage. This showed that the road was a separate
'tithe field' and the accompanying schedule indicated that the 'Surveyor of
Roads' was owner. That, he felt, clinched it and he put up a 'Case for Council'
to Mr Gerald Thesiger (later Mr Justice Thesiger), a very popular judge at the
Kent Assizes. When his opinic_m' arrived, the residents decided to take action
under the old Road Acts of 1832, which most people had forgotten about, which
enabled individuals to indict the Mayor and Corporation before the Assizes to
show cause why they had neglected to maintain the road as a highway. The Town
Clerk was informed of the proposal. Immediately, there was a telephone call
from the then Mayor, Sir Garrard Tyrwhitt-Drake, asking, 'Geoffrey, what the
devil does all this mean?' Mr Day explained that it was quite clear; all that
was wanted was for the road to be made up to a reasonable standard, as a
country road - no street lights, widening or frontages regularised. It was
done, without any charge or Rating Assessment increases to the frontagers.

Mr Day lived in retirement in the Lenham area until his death earlier this
year.
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THE BATTLE OF BOTTLESCREW HIL.I.

OR ‘THE REDCOATS ARE COMING'
KEN SEARLE

Well may you think that this is to be about the Wild West (where possibly
there is a Bottlescrew Hill), but you would be wrong because this Bottlescrew
Hill is on our doorstep - it is the one that goes down to Boughton Quarries no
less.

The date is Saturday 30 October. All over Kent 'misled incendiaries' (to
quote the Morning Fost) have been setting fire to haystacks and barns, damaging



property, and holding, for the most part peaceful, assemblies. Why? To try to
get their employers to raise their wages. One such gathering at Cranbrook had
demanded 2s 3d per day during the winter, and 2s 6d per day in the summer.

Because of the widespread unrest, local magistrates were seeking fto
appoint many extra special constables. So it came about that on the morning of
Saturday 30 October, some three hundred farmers and other persons, who had been
called by the magistrates to be sworn in as special constables, were gathered in
Maidstone at the Bull Inn (presumably the one in Gabriels Hill). Afraid of
provoking the vengeance of the incendiaries, most refused, and in the end only
forty or so were prevailed upon to take the oath.

Whilst this was going on in Maidstone, just a few miles away at Sutton
there was a gathering of a different sort - some three to four hundred
labourers. They made for Linton Place from where, after being given
refreshments, they let it be known they were heading for Maidstone. On news of
this reaching the Bull Inn, the magistrates decided there and then to put a stop
to the march. Being short of special constables, the assistance of the military
was requested, and at about 2pm six magistrates, accompanied by the Mayor of
Maidstone and the Town Clerk (seemingly in a carriage), several other gentlemen
on horseback and a detachment of cavalry numbering between thirty and forty,
set off 'at a brisk pace for the Quarries'.

On reaching Bottlescrew Hill the party saw the labourers on the opposite
hill. Whilst the military remained some little distance behind and out of sight,
the magistrates and the others went on to meet the approaching mob, most of
whom it was seen were armed with, according to one account, 'short sticks', in
another, 'heavy bludgeons'. Notwithstanding the mayor telling the mob that their
conduct was illegal, one, a man named Adams, climbed on to the shoulders of
another and proceeded to harangue him. On the mayor challenging Adams'
statements, another spokesman pleaded he only received ls 6d per day on which
to keep himself, his wife and three children.

The mayor called on the mob to disperse. They refused. Thereupon the
Riot Act was read., Adams again harangued the mayor saying '..that the
Government was privy to the outrage and were using it as an excuse to send
soldiers to spill the blood of half starved men'. At this point one of the
spokesman took hold of one of the mayor's party. There was a short scuffle and
Adams, along with two others, was taken into custody. Just at that moment the
cavalry, according to plan, came into view, whereupon, with the cry ‘..the
redcoats are coming!!, the mob scattered.

Within ten minutes it was all over. Adams and the two others, Pattman and
Halliwell, were taken by carriage to Maidstone Gaol arriving there between 4 and
5pm. The three were ordered to pay £100 bail money and to find two sureties
of £50 to be of good behaviour for one year. Unable to produce the bail, the
men were locked up.

SOURCES

Maidstone Journal and Kentish Advertiser and Maidstone Gazette and Kentish
Courier, both dated 2 November 1830.



A WALK THROUGH

BOUGHTON"®" S QUARRIES
ANNE - CREASEY

Choose a sunny day and take a walk from Loose to Brishing Lane - it will
be a good introduction to our local ragstone industry.

Boughton Monchelsea's quarries were famous for their building stone, which
was used particularly in Roman times, the Middle Ages, and in the building boom
of the the 19th century. The stone was also used for roadmaking until the last
quarry there closed in the 1960s.
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The best way from Loose lies through Quarry Wood, which grows on spoil
heaps, clearly revealed by the gales of October 1987, When ragstone was
quarried here, only about half the excavated material was usable stone, the
remainder was dumped. The quarries involved were Fox's to the west and
Beresfords to the east, but the area was known as Quarry Wood long before
these two were developed, so was probably quarried along the slope above the
stream from early times, then used as a dumping ground for the later quarries.
Many of the trees were planted by Mr Foster Clark of Boughton Mount, resulting
in the beautiful view from Merriehills, the house he built in the 1920s
overlooking the valley.

At the Scouts' new gate take the left fork, and emerge from the woods near
Harts House. This lovely timbered building was subdivided some time ago into
three dwellings. In one part lived the Davies family. Bradley Davies and his
son Tom worked just the other side of the pond in Beresfords Quarry, which at



that time was quarried by the Skinner family, prominent local farmers and
quarryowners, members of which lived at Beresfords House, Coombe Bank and
Brishing Court. Lesley Davies, another son, can remember the stone being
blasted in that quarry, the explosion muffled by huge sheets of iron which he
says still lay in the quarry long after work there stopped. The fragments of
stone would sometimes fall into the pond in front of their house.

The Froud family also lived in part of Harts House, and William Froud was
the stonemason at the yard in Boughton Quarries - more about him later when we
pass that yard. Beyond Harts House turn right, to reach Beresfords Hill. Here
at the side of Boughton Mount Cottage, is the entrance to Beresfords Quarry
which was used until about the 1930s. There was a quarry here at least from
the early 18th century, which was responisble for the loss of part of the Iron
Age Camp in the field above. In 1898 James Ellis & Co. Ltd. had the right to
quarry here, later possibly the Smith family used it, then it was taken over by
the Skinner family. Here is a description of ragstone quarrying in the 1830s:

'The operations of quarrying are peculiarly laborious and dangerous.

The usual method is to undermine a portion of the cliff or face of the
quarry, which is supported with props until it is thrown in, when it
comes down with a severe concussion; there being sometimes as much as
2000 tons in one of these falls. Notwithstanding every care,
accidents frequently happen, and there are few of the old quarrymen
but have been severely injured in their time. The large fragments of
rock are then blasted into smaller pieces by gunpowder, and afterwards
broken up and shaped by sledges and other tocols for use.'’?

The hole for the gunpowder was made using a long metal rod called a jumper, an
example of which can be seen in Maidstone Museum together with the copper can
for carrying the gunpowder - copper to avoid sparks. These were used well into
this century and there are graphic accounts of the quarriers and their work in
Dennis Tye's book A Village Remembered.

Once broken, the stone was carried to waiting skips on wheelbarrows, the
men traversing the quarry on wooden planks high above the quarry floor. Later,
narrow rail tracks were laid, but these still crossed the quarry by planks, and
I am told that men would jump into the wagons for a ride across.

Quarry workers early
this century at
Beresford's Quarry -
a view north

towards Rock House
at the top of
Bottlescrew Hill.




Skinner's stonemason here was George Shoebridge. He was born about 1850
and started work at 13 in the maltings; but the work was seasonal and the
remainder of the year he was employed in the quarry. He was not apprenticed as
a mason, but learned his trade from the older men. The stone destined for
roads was blasted out, but when a layer of good building stone was reached, he
would stop the blasting and the stone would be levered out with a very long
crowbar, using the combined weight of many men. To shape the stone George
Shoebridge used only hammers of varying sizes. He would make a groove across
it with a small hammer, insert metal pieces, then force wooden wedges between
them with a large hammer until the stone broke. The stones were finished with
smaller hammers, some for building, some for headstones which would be taken to
the stonemason's yard for decoration. Ragstone was nearly always shaped at the
quarry — for ease of transport because of its weight, and because it is more
easily worked when it is freshly quarried.

George Shoebridge's work may be seen in Maidstone Police Station, repair
work at the Tower of London, the wall and columns of Maidstone Crematorium, and
at Westminster Abbey - he worked on these stones during the last year of his
life.

From Beresfords Quarry, George Shoebridge moved to Brishing Quarry,
working full-time until the age of 78, then part-time until his death at the age
of 84. His sons spent some years working in the quarry too, and Harry
continued with the closely related trade of roadmaking.

Walk across the bottom of Beresfords Hill towards Boughton Quarries road
and you are confronted by the neat little cottages of Bridge Row. George
Shoebridge lived in one of these, moving later to Freedoms Hall on the Heath
Road, then to Rose Cottage (now Gladstones) at the far eastern end of Boughton
Quarries. No 1 Bridge Row was the Bridge Tavern and shop earlier this century,
run by Mr Brunger and owned by Style and Winch. Reminiscences in A Village
Remembered are of the quarrymen stopping here on their way home from work.
Earlier still this cottage was occupied by Henry Loveless, not only a grocer and
beerseller, but also a master lime dealer, lime being another product of
ragstone. Beyond the other end of Bridge Row, where the houses are set well
back from the road, was the limekiln site. The 1866 0.S5. map shows a quarry and
single limekiln here, with a few small buildings, and by 1908 these have been
joined by a double row of buildings. When the property of James Wood, the local
builder, was auctioned in 1928, this site was 'LOT 9; The Quarries. Forge and
shoeing room, coal store, tyre heater, lodge, range of masons workshops and
stores,lorryhouse, also a four-roomed, cottage occupied by the smith'.® The
smith was probably Mr Mason, remembered by many local people at his forge.

If we walk through Boughton Quarries from the Bridge Tavern we can see
quarry faces on each side of the road, and recognise this description from the
1830s in spite of the newer houses.

‘The green of Boughton Quarry has charms for the admirer of the
picturesque and romantic, which are unrivalled in this neighbourhoed.
The valley is bounded by broken precipices of rock, and abruptly

rising grass banks: while the neat cottages peep here and there

between the trees by which its centre is ornamented. There was
formerly at the north-eastern end of the quarry a curious cavern named
'‘Tinker's Hole' from its being used for many years as a dwelling and




workshop by an itinerant brazier, during his stay in these parts,
which he visited annually.'®

The writer goes on to describe this cave, which was‘one of several reported in
the area, and to say that it was destroyed ‘'eight years ago' which would have
been about 1826. ¢

Long before that, stone was being quarried in this area, and a series of
deeds detail the leasing of land and quarries, from 1354 to 1641.# An example
from 1496 reads:

'‘Grant by Ralph Clerke of Boughton Monchensy to Laurence Kyng of the
same, of a piece of quarry land in Boughton quarry containing five
dayworks and a half in a place called Henchaw. Boundaries, land of

the said Richard and the quarry of Thomas Hetnam east, land of Richard
Clerke south, the quarry of Richard Crompe west, and the garden of the
heirs of Henry Meryham north. Witnesses: Thomas Betynham, William Crompe,
Alexander Meryham, Stephen Meryham.'

The Crump (Crompe) and Merriam (Merryham) families are familiar as medieval
masons. In the 1840s there was still a John Merriam living in the Quarries,
probably in Quarry House :

We pass Quarry House, another fine timbered building, about halfway
through Boughton Quarries, and a little further on the right is Stone House
The census returns from 1841 to 1881 and the Tithe Award Map of 1840 show the
prominence of the Seager family of stonemasons here at that time, with John
Seager, master mason, living in Stone House, the older Richard Seager living
opposite (in what is now No. 65) with a quarry behind, and other members of the
family living throughout the Quarries. Only two Seagers were other than
masons; Charles, who was a master blacksmith, and Wiliam, who was at first a
stonemason in 1841 at home with his father, Richard, but later became a
bootmaker. Interestingly his house, No. 65, was still the home of Mr White the
cobbler within people's memory. John Seager's son took over as master mason,
and appears in trade directories until 1913, The stonemason's yard was at the
side of Stone House, now the motor repair shop, and on the opposite side of the
road (a site recently auctioned, with a derelict building behind a fence) their
work was displayed. The most recent owner of the yard was Henry Cole,
appearing in trade directories from 1915 until the last war. He lived in The
Glebe on Heath Road, and bought the business from James Wood, the local builder.
William Froud, mentioned earlier when we passed Harts House, was the stonemason
here, his family then living in Cliff Cottage which can be seen perched above
the quarry face on the opposite side of the road from Stone House. He appears
in the 1881 census as an 18 year old stonemason. He worked for James Wood,
then for Henry Cole, not only in the yard but travelling all over the country
working on churches and other buildings. An example of his work is the stone
seat to the memory of the Reverend Meade in Boughton churchyard. Maidstone
Museum has a scriber from the mason's yard, possibly the only memento of this
historic business. The Tithe Award Map shows one more quarry in use: this lay
directly below Cliff Cottage and belonged to John Sutton, a Maidstone mason, who
also owned a quarry in Loose.

Walk a little further through Boughton Quarries and we come to a trio of
cottages on the right hand side. One of these was the home of another family



connected with quarrying, the Thornycrofts, and is aptly maned Thorny Croft.
This connection takes us back to Roman times, as a Thorneycraft was in charge
of the workmen excavating the Roman walled cemetery at nearby Joy Wood,
Lockham, in the 1830s, and was called upon for expert advice on the origin of
the ragstone, he ‘having been accustomed to work in the quarries'. The
excavation, carried out from 1832 to 1847 by Clement Taylor Smythe, revealed a
family cemetery of ragstone cists, surrounded by a ragstone wall.® Thorneycraft
gave his opinion that the stone was from the nearby quarries, and presumably
the settlement was at Brishing where a Roman bath-house was found.

At the turn of the century Frederick Thornycroft lived in this cottage, his
father Joseph living over the road in Gladstones, which was then called Rose
Cottage. Both men worked in the quarries, and Frederick once fell from one of
the notoricus planks when crossing Beresfords quarry with a wheelbarrow,
suffering a broken leg. He made his father's tombstone himself from the local
ragstone, and made the altar for a convent on Thanet. His son Victor was also
a quarryman, working first at Brishing then at Spot Lane Quarry.

At the end of Boughton Quarries there is a choice of roads - left up Cliff
Hill (formerly Policeman's Hill to locals) to Cliff Cottage right up Old Tree
Lane (again formerly known as Skinners Hill) to Coombe Bank and Elm House,
former homes of the Skinner and Smith families; or we carry straight on to see
the rest of Boughton's quarries. Derek Edward's woodyard is directly opposite,
with the old malthouse which was used to store the quarrymen's tools (and,
incidentally, the equipment for the local Gardeners' Society féte). To the left
of the woodyard was the entrance to another quarry which Skinners opened in
1910. They called this Middle Quarry and it connects with Brishing Quarry
adjacent to Brishing Lane, which had been quarried in earlier times. These
quarries are almost unrecognisable now, as they have been filled with spoil from
Furfield Quarry nearby. They were good quarries with a high ratio of usable
stone, and most of i1t would have been used for roadstone. A footpath runs
between the quarry and the woodyard, leading to Brishing Lane, and towards the
end of it you can see Brishing Court across a pond to the right. Across
Brishing Lane to the left lies Furfield Quarry, now filled in with rubbish.
Tilbury Dredging Co. started this quarry in 1953, and later it changed hands so
that by the time it closed in 1966 it belonged to the Amey Roadstone
Corporation.

George Dowle, who worked at Furfield, told me a little about his life as a
quarryman. Born at Ditton, he started work at Aylesford Paper Mill, but left at
19 and, due to the shortage of work, became a quarryman at Kiln Barn Quarry at
Ditton, owned by Eagleton and Cochrane. Later he moved to Hudson's Quarry at
Burial Ground Hill, Tovil, managed by C.E. Mills, then to Mills' own quarry near
Preston Hall (now the industrial estate) where he remained for twenty-four
years. He moved to Furfield soon after it opened and stayed until it closed,
and was often employed loading the stone into barges at ARC's Tovil Wharf.
When Furfield closed he moved to Offham and a modern era of quarrying -
working the stone crusher by push-button, luxury after so many years of very
hard physical labour, until he retired in 1976.

Just glance across the road again to the cluster of houses and converted
farm buildings called Petlands. In 1507 this land was sold to John Lytylhare, a
mason, for £5%, and its name is thought to derive from 'pit lands', suggesting
that ragstone has been quarried hereabouts for a very, very long time!”
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Our walk ends here. I hope it has given a few glimpses of Boughton's
ragstone industry. I must thank everyone who helped me with information,
especially Harry and Beryl Shoebridge, the Froud family, George Dowle, Elsie
Elliott (née Thornycroft), Lesley Davies, William Skinner, Rene Killick and Jim
Stout.
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THE LOOSE ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

<CPART = 25
FRANK AND KITTY ALLCHURCH

Since the last issue of this Journal, which contained part 1, Mrs Velma
Jeffery has helped us a lot by giving the story of the time her mother spent as
a nurse at the Isolation Hospital, and also other information which either
confirms some history which we already have or adds to it.

Mrs Jeffery's mother was Annie Maria Miller who, in 1910, was a nurse at
the Isolation Hospital. The following year and again in 1912 she evidently
wished to change jobs as we have coples of five letters of reference from
various people recommending her for new posts. The first is signed by Joseph
Barker, of Hill House, Loose, a member of the well-known local family connected
with a London store, and dated August 1911, It states that ' Nurse Miller who
has been in the Infectious Hospital for about a year informs me she is anxious
to obtain a situation at Maidstone Union Infirmary. I beg to say that I can
with confidence recommend her for the post she seeks'. The Maidstone Union
Infirmary was the hospital of the Coxheath Workhouse on Heath Road, now known
as Linton Hospital.

In our first article on the Loose Isolation Hospital, we mentioned that the
Matron in 1903 was a Miss Myring. The second letter, dated 5 September 1911,
reveals that she was A. Ruth Myring, and says that Nurse Miller ‘has had one
year's training at this hospital in Fever Nursing, from September 1910 to
September 1911, during which time...she has been conscientious in her work, kind
and thoughtful to the patients'.
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Letter number three is also dated 5 September 1911, signed 'I.S. Jones,
Surgeon' (Isaac Stephenson Jones, apparently the Medical Officer to both the
Isolation Hospital and the Workhouse), and headed 'Loose, Maidstone' - he
actually lived in Derwent House on the Loose Road; it, too, recommends Nurse
Miller as being 'quite capable of fulfilling the post she seeks'. '

The fourth letter, headed 'Maidstone Union Workhouse, Coxheath, Maidstone',
and dated 12 November 1912, indicates that Nurse Miller did obtain the post at
the Workhouse Infirmary. The letter heading shows Arthur Buttle as being the
Master of the Workhouse, but it is again signed by 'L.S. Jones, Surgeon, Medical
Officer'. It states that Nurse Miller had been Assistant Nurse on the male
wards for about fifteen months ‘to my entire satisfaction and in my opinion she
is well fitted for promotion’.

The last letter, dated 10 December 1912, is on the same headed paper as
the fourth, but is signed 'Florence P. Buttle (Matron)'. It states that Nurse
Miller had worked in 'this Workhouse Infirmary for the past 14 months', and
gives her a good reference regarding her character and ability. At this time
Nurse Miller was seeking a post at the Royal West Kent Hospital and these last
two letters were in support of her application, though it is not known if she
was successful.

We have also obtained copies of three photographs, one of Nurse Miller
with her sister Kathleen in 1911, and the other two showing Nurse Miller with
another nurse, believed to be Matron Myring, at the Isolation Hospital in 1911.
In 1913 Nurse Miller married Alfred Nelson Buckhurst, and gave up nursing.
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Earlier this year, we saw Mrs Elsie Elliott, born in October 1912 as Elsie
Thorneycroft, whose father was a journeyman mason and also worked in Boughton
Quarries. Her earliest memory of the Isolation Hospital was as a girl of five
years of age being a patient suffering from diphtheria during the First World
War. At one stage of her working life, she worked for the Borough Surveyor, Mr
Busbridge, but later became a Cook/General, and when she was twenty-six years
of age, in March 1939, she obtained the post of Cook at the Isolation Hospital
under Matron Gordon, and 'lived in'.

In October 1944, she married 'Jim' Elliott who was employed by Mr Styles
of Buston Manor, and.one of his jobs was to plough the land around the hospital
which was at the time rented by Mr Brislee. Upon her marriage, she was
required to live out and attend daily to do the cooking,.

Mrs Elliott recalled that during the Second World War she had to do ‘fire-
watching' with another nurse, there being two nurses doing this duty each night.
She told us they had to report to the Air Raid Warden's post, which was
situated in All Saints Church, Loose, at midnight, when it was their turn to do
duty. During one duty, she remembers that she and her colleague spotted a
strange 'plane', with flames coming out of the back, flying over, and then
hearing a big bang. They both ran to the church and reported it. The next day
they found that it was the first German 'Doodle-bug' bomb. There were no air-
raid shelters at the hospital, but protective walls were built around the wards.
She also remembers that one day a 'shot-down' German plane flew low over their
heads before crashing in the Well Street area.

Mrs Elliott told us that the Vicar at this time was the Reverend A.N. Hare,
and the Verger, Mr Gray, both of whom they met whilst doing their 'fire-
watching'. The ambulance driver during the war was Mr Winsell (Wincell?) whose
wife did relief work at the hospital as required. Mrs Elliott left her post as
Cook as soon as she could after the war had finished.

To end our story of the Isolation Hospital, we have been told by Mr Fred
Marsh that his mother, Mrs Isobell Marsh, was the first tenant when the hospital
was converted into residential flats; they were named Gordon Court after Miss
Gordon who was Matron at the time the hospital closed

SOURCES

Mrs Velma Jeffery, the daughter of Nurse Annie Miller.
Mrs Elsie Elliott and her daughter Mrs Leppard.
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BY CART, STAGECOACH AND WAGGON

COR MAYBE A *BUS"® >
CLIVE CHEESEMAN

The following is a brief survey of some of the passenger transport which
has passed through or by Loose Village prior to about 1918. Much of the
information is taken from an initial study of local and county directories.

Introduction

It is difficult, if not impossible, to give a date for the introduction of
organised passenger transport by road. The earliest such vehicle was the stage
waggon from about 1500, which was slow and cumbersome. It had four large
wheels and a body covered by cloth stretched over a wooden framework. They
travelled at -about two miles an hour or ten to fifteen miles a day, the charge
to passengers being from a halfpenny & mile to a shilling a day. Goods
travelled at about 2s 6d a hundredweight or £3 a ton. On most roads these
carriers would not change horses but used the same animals throughout. In the
Weald of Kent oxen were often used.

The state of roads at this time was at best appalling. Most travellers
complained and many references are contained in the standard histories of the
difficulty of traversing the Weald. In an effort to combat the mud and mire,
both coaches and carriers increased the width of wheel used on their vehicles.
This caused even more damage to bridges and roads (if they could be called
that) and in 1662 laws were passed relating to the size of wheel and number of
horses they could use. During the 15th and 16th centuries, wills made by the
wealthy of Cranbrook often included bequests for repairing the road between
Cranbrook and Linton Hill.

Early times

One of the earliest printed references is the Carriers Cosmographie of
1637. Although only a guide to services from London, it shows a considerable
network of operators. Those to Kent appear to have departed from hostelries in
the Borough of Southwark. Many entries are unfortunately generalised, but
Staplehurst, Marden and Cranbrook are mentioned. In each case the carrier or
waggoner arrived on a.Thursday, returned on Friday (believed arranged around
the London cloth markets) and probably took three days in each direction. I
have still to trace a later directory for 1681 which I understand shows a large
increase in operators.

Faster by far (stagecoaches arrive)
In the period from about 1730, trade began to blossom and better
communication became essential. By 1728, roads from Maidstone to Rochester and

Wrotham Heath had been turnpiked and this may have acted as an encouragement
to a coach between Maidstone and London which is recorded as running by 1738.
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During the following years there is a gradual increase recorded in coaches and
carts along this corridor. '

Although the road from Cranbrook to Maidstone was turnpiked in 1760, the
first directory with local transport entries is the Universal directory of the
late 1790s. This records a carrier's waggon as running weekly between
Southwark and Loose, Linton, Hunton, Marden and Yalding, A similar service was
still in existence in 1822, and continued to Tenterden. It was probably running
well before this date as a descendant of those recorded earlier on. A
stagecoach is also now recorded as running between Tenterden and Maidstone via
Milkhouse Street, a hamlet near Cranbrook, It ran on a Thursday, connecting in
Maidstone with coaches to and from London.

By 1811 the stagecoach is apparently run by ‘Clarkes' and operates three
days a week. A journey from Tenterden to Maildstone now took five hours,
previously six. Also recorded is 'Palne's Caravan' from Maidstone to Cranbrook
on Tuesday and Friday mornings, returning in the afternoon. There are also
references to a stage waggon between Cranbrook and Maidstone four days a week,
and one from Burwash and one from Battle to Maildstone on Tuesdays. They
returned two days later

In 1824 the coach from Tenterden is recorded as operating direct via
Headcorn. Cranbrook now apparently had its own service on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays (ex George Inn 7.30am). A variety of carts and waggons is also
recorded.

One of the first reasonably comprehensive directories is Moore's Kent
Almanac for 1827. This includes a wealth of information on stagecoaches
serving Maidstone, including one from Cranbrook (possibly operated by W. Hyland
& Co.) which completed the journey in two and a half hours. A van owned by
Stickells is listed as departing Maidstone at 10am on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays for Hawkhurst (where it met the Rye coach) and Hastings.

Around this period some directory entries are confusing, with vehicles
being referred to as either coaches or vans. However, an excellent directory of
stagecoach services in 1836 has been compiled by Alan Bates. This shows a
coach from Maidstone to Cranbrook owned by a B. Taylor operating one return
Journey a day, Mondays to Saturdays, and licensed to carry four passengers
inside and two out. A Barnabas Taylor was the proprietor of the George Inn,
Cranbrook at this time. The coach to Hastings was still owned by H. Stickells
and operated a single journey each day carrying four inside and two out.

For all!

Although the omnibus is generally accepted as having arrived in Britain in
1829 with Shillibeer's service in London, there is evidence of a service near
Swansea two years before. Whichever is correct, it certainly proved popular and
soon spread throughout the country. A local directory for 1839 referred to a
pair-horse omnibus operating daily between Cranbrook and Maidstone and
described Stickells as now running an omnibus.

In 1842, the South Eastern Railway opened its line from Tonbridge to
Ashford and followed with a branch line to Maidstone West in September 1844.
Such openings usually had an effect on the pattern of road sevices in the ares,
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