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EDITORIAL

We begin this issue in the rather misty Middle Ages with a look at goings—
on in the parish church in 1327 - the subject of Pat Jenner's talk to the
Society last year; and proceed with articles on Bagent's Cottages (now no longer
standing), a local mason-cum-farmer who once lived in what is now the Swan pub,
the physical and financial trials of early residents of Salts Place, a connection
between Loose and a manor house on the Isle of Wight, the ill-fated schemes for
a Loose Valley railway, the influential and generous patron of Loose - George
Marsham, and Fear Tree Cottage (perhaps the oldest dwelling in the parish) and
its occupants. Finally, we have an edited transcript of an interview made in
1975 with the Hayle Mill papermaker and Loose Swiss Scouts founder, John
Barcham Green - the subject of another and more recent talk by Clive Bradburn.

Readers who choose to consult the references at the end of articles will
note the regular appearance of the letters 'C.K.S.'. These stand for the 'Centre
for Kentish Studies' which came into being at the beginning of this year - the
result of a merger between the Local Studies Collection, which had been housed
at Springfield, and the Kent Archives Office. So the old K.A.Q. reference has
become C.K.S., though all the existing reference letters and numbers that went
with the K.A.0. prefix have remained unchanged.

Pat Jenner, Roger Thornburgh.
Editorial Committee.
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ONE DAY IN 1327

PAT JENNER

The message came that upon the morning of the Saturday following the
Feast of St Hilary in the year 1327, Archdeacon Hugh de Forsham, Rector of
Sundridge and Canon of Chichester, Canterbury, was to inspect the building and
goods of All Saints Church, Loose. [Did it look much as our front cover picture
of c1794 shows it? FEd.] Thirty-five years separated the last visitation which
had been made by Richard de Clive.!

The dawn of the 17 January 1327 found the people of Loose assembled in
the nave of the church. The church officers present were the Rector, two
Questmen (forerunners of Churchwardens), the Constable - who was responsible
for the parish armour and bow practice, the Dog Whipper and the Clerk (a lay
single man who assisted at the services). It was still early when de Forsham,
accompanied by his own Clerk arrived on horseback.

The inspection began immediately as the people were called outside to
witness the poor state of the thatch on the tower and porch. Upon entering the
church the Clerk was instructed to note that the font was broken and had no
lock (necessary against the theft of font water much sought after for medicine
and by witches). The nave, for which the people of the parish were responsible
- and are still responsible today - caused no comment and, with the Dog Whipper
keeping back dogs and small children, the Rector's Clerk ushered in the party
through the screen door and into the chancel, an oblong space, empty except for
a free-standing stone altar, a piscina in the south wall and the Parish Chest
against the north wall.

Law prescribed that each parish should have a chest made either of timber
boards or carved from the solid, in which the church vestments, vessels,
documents and all other goods were to be kept.# The single lock had three
keys, one kept by the Bishop, one by the priest in charge and one by a godly
layman of the parish. As it will be seen from the full quotation of the
visitation at the end of this article, items needed to be replaced and repaired
and Loose was very fortunate in only being fined; two days later the Rector at
Detling was excommunicated, together with all his congregation, for a similar
list of deficiencies, and it was alleged that the Great Tythe had been
misappropriated, which the Rector denied. It would have taken some months to
have that dire position righted, during which time noone could be baptised,
married or buried in the rites of the church.

De Forsham and his Clerk rode immediately to the Church of the Blessed
Mary in Maidstone (on the site of the present All Saints Church). He arrived so
early everyone had to be fetched - which was duly recorded. While the parish
goods and people were being assembled, Thomas Kershoke arrived carrying a bell
and psalter belonging to All Saints, Loose and he was ordered to be
sequestrated to answer as to his possession of them.

Meantime the Rector of Loose and his two Questmen considered as to how
they could make sufficient money to do all the work required and avoid paying
the fines. There were four options:



1> Money could be raised by holding a Church Ale, especially if the Lord of the
Manor, Sir John de Fremingham, would give the ingredients.

2) The Questmen could make money by permitting burials in the nave of the
church, which at that time had a beaten earth floor; there was no set fee and
they could ask of the relatives as much as they thought they could get.

3) The Parish Chest held items of Jewellery and trinkets which were hired to
brides who had none of their own.

4) Money could be obtained by hiring out books, vestments and vessels - which
seems to have been done already, to the church at Maidstone.

It 1s recorded that all the omissions were made good, with the exception
of the repair to the chancel, the condition of which continued to deteriorate.

That Loose had a Rector in 1327 is a matter of some interest. He would
be entitled to both the Great and Little Tythes and, since Christ Church,
Canterbury had a resident Reeve in the parish?® to oversee the selling and
transport of crops from their land, Loose was a place of some importance. Bad
harvests and starvation in the county in the early years of the century,
together with minor outbreaks of plague, had been followed by some good seasons
when the population of Loose expanded, causing too many people to live on too
little land, hence the shortage of coinage and concern about replacements.

In 1327 the Church of the Blessed Mary at Maidstone had a priest in
charge, the Rector of the parish being Cardinal Anibald de Cessano, Archbishop
of Naples, who drew the value of the Great Tythes and never set foot in the
town.

Loose lost the right to a Rector in 1395.% While staying at Leeds Castle,
King Richard II granted to Archbishop Courtenay the licence to establish a
College of Priests at Maidstone. In order to help finance this building
programme, the incomes from Loose and Detling were used, thus reducing these
two parishes to chapelries of the College which functioned from 1398 with Sir
John Wotton as its first Master. It was dissolved by Henry VIII in 1546. Loose
and Detling thereafter became parishes once again, although Loose never regained
Rectors.

Archdeacons were feared persons in medieval times. They were judge and
Jury at their own courts (Loose had no offenders in 1327; Maidstone had three).
Hugh de Forsham was assiduous in his task. He had been at Charing -the day
before his dawn arrival at Loose and early on Monday morning he was at Detling,
continuing to Westwell the same day. French was his spoken language and the
Rolls are written in Latin on parchment: It will be seen that the section for
Loose has been sewn together in an inaccurate order - the exhortaticn which
should have been read first is in the middle and the report begins abruptly:

'The bell tower of the church and porch at the entrance to the church are
badly covered. The parishioners appeared and were enjoined to have the
sald defects repaired by the Feast of All Saints under penalty of forty
shillings. The ceiling of the chancel is cracked and in bad repair, there
is no pyx for the Body of Christ. The Rector appeared and was enjoined
to have the defects made good by the Feast of St Michael under penalty of
forty shillings. The Body of Christ is placed in a case without a lock.
The censer 1s deficient in chains. The parishioners enjoined to have it
repaired by St Augustine's day under penalty of half a marc. Two



candlesticks and two tapers for processions were lacking. The Rector was
enjoined to find them by the Feast of St Michael. The Missal wants
binding.

In the name of God Amen. We the Commissary above said, warn and enjoin
you the Chaplains celebrating in the church and chapels that without
licence of the Prior and Chapter of Christ Church, Canterbury, during the
vacancy of the See, you exercise not jurisdiction nor intermeddle under
pain of excommunication on all those who contravert [the said order] and
of an interdict on the church and chapels which excommunication and
interdict we forthwith publish in the writings.

A gradual is lacking; the psalter and manual want binding, all the albs are
dirty, a stole and maniple are lacking, the principle cloths are lacking,
there is no rochet, there is no surplice for the Clerk, the font is all
broken and is without a lock, the churchyard is badly fenced'.®

REFERENCES

' C. Eveleigh Woodruff (trans.), 'Early Visitation Rolls', Arch. Cant., xlv (1818).
2 Order of King Edward II in Council, 1287.

® W.E. Tate, The Farish Chest, CUP 1960.

4 Lecture by Dr Andrew Butcher of University of Kent, at Loose on 7 March
1988.

R.V. Hewett, ed., Maidstone Official Charter Brochure 1549-1949, Maidstone
Borough Council 1949.

€ ‘Early Visitation Rolls', as above, Roll No.2.
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MISCELLANEA 1

from Pat Jenner's collection

Anglo—Saxon Bride's Contract

I take thee to be my wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward,
for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and health, to be bonny
and buxom in bed and at board, till death do us part, and thereto I plight thee
my troth.

Medieval Church Ale

Well is he that can get the soonest to it and spends the most at it, he is
counted the godliest man of all the rest ... because it is spent upon his church
forsooth,

The Scholar Parson

Incomprehensible on Sunday and invisible for the rest of the week.



BAGENT"® S COTTAGES
BRENDA CORDING

If by chance you should be walking along the Walnut Tree Avenue footpath,
by standing near the north-west corner of the King George V playing field and
looking over in the direction of the houses called Lyncroft and Wynsdale, you
can glimpse a kitchen-garden wall which was once part of one of the properties
of the old Peale Estate. Still quite clearly wvisible, too, is an old stone, brick
and tile stable (recently refurbished by its owner). The stable is complete
with a coach house, inside which - and still intact - are the large harness pegs
inserted into the thick ragstone wall and, overhead, a very spacious loft.

Adjacent to the back of this kitchen garden wall and stable block, once
stood what the Peale Estate sale particulars of 1912 described as 'a pair of
brick, plaster and tiled roomy dwelling houses, one being a genuine old house,
dated 1677, and having a quantity of old oak, each containing six rooms and
recently put into good repair, and having good gardens'.? The tenants at the
time were Messrs Gurr and King.

The M/s Ses Skinp e:—-

A plan from the Peale Estate Catalogue showing Bagent's Cottages (Lot 18)



These houses were known as Bagent's (sometimes spelt Baigent's) Cottages,
presumably named after the person who is listed as the owner and occupier in
the 1840 Tithe Apportionment, a Mr Bajant.® The cottage fronts actually faced
west and looked onto, and were a short distance away from, the garden wall and
stable; so not much of an outlook and little daylight. The rear offered a much
better view, overlooking an orchard consisting of apple, damson and cherry trees
on what is now Northleigh Close.

The sketch below was drawn from photographs which showed parts of the
cottages, and on the left can be seen an addition or enlargement to the original
building. What was it, and can anyone put a date to it?

ﬁltzﬂ. Curclmr[

1149e
Sketch of the rear of Bagent's Cottages, Pickering Street Farm

Miss Mary Busbridge, daughter of the late Mr Herbert Busbridge of Grove
Cottage, Pickering Street, remembers quite well, during the last war, going to
get rabbits from a Mr Farrant who lived in one of the cottages. Unfortunately,
these dwellings of some character were demolished sometime around 1856/7 to
make way for the pair of modern semi-detached houses that stand in their place.

REFERENCES AND SOURCES

' C.XK.S., U24 T324 Peale Estate Catalogue, 1912.

2 (C.K.S.,, P233/27/1 Tithe Award Apportionment, c1840
Miss Bessie King

Miss Mary Busbridge



JOHN TAYLOR, FREEMASON
ANNE CREASEY

Kentish ragstone has been quarried near Loose for almost 2000 years, yet
we know very little about the men who worked it before 1841 when Census
returns started to record individual names, ages and occupations. However, some
clues can be gleaned from the wills, inventories and deeds that survive from
earlier times about who those stoneworkers of Loose were, and where they lived.

One was John Taylor who, in the early 18th century, lived in Shurnal Farm
at Shurnal Street. In this part of Kent a 'Street' often meant not just a lane
but .a hamlet,” and Shurnal (or Sharnall or Shernold) Street was at the crossing
of the roads to Loose and Boughton.

R #2112 =" ) R —
Extract from the Andrews
Dury & Herbert map of 1769
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John inherited the farm from his father James, and it had been in the
family for at least a hundred years, although his grandfather lived in another
property at Picking (or Pickering) Street.® John was both a mason and a farmer,
his farm having barns, stables and an oasthouse as well as a stonemason's shop,
and this was typical of most tradesmen of that time. Their trade occupied them
and their workers during those quiet periods of the farming year that occur on
non-arable farms, and also provided a welcome extra income.



John's family had at one time owned land on the side of the valley below
Pickering Street and Walnut Tree Lane, and this land may have been a quarry
like the neighbouring piece called Collier's Pits. John himself leased quarries,
perhaps in the same area or in Boughton Monchelsea, and brought the stone by
quarry cart to his yard where he could shape it to his customers' requirements
before further high transport costs were incurred, because rag is an
exceptionally heavy stone. Here is an extract from his will, dated 1736:

'T bequeath ... to my son James Taylor ... all my moiety or half part of a
messuage ... in Loose ... at or near a certain place called Picking Street
now in the tenure or occupation of James Crownage. Also I give and
bequeath to my said son James Taylor all my implements tools and
utensils which are or may be used about the quarries or elsewhere in the
trade of a Freemason with all my interest and time to come in the quarry
or quarries by me used together with all the stones to me belonging.'®

Shurnal Farm he left jointly to his wife Mary and his son for the term of
Mary's natural life and afterwards to James. This farm later passed out of the
Taylor family's hands, and around 1800 it belonged to a Mr Payne. Eventually it
became the Swan public house.

REFERENCES

' W. Marshall, The Rural Economy of the Southern Counties, 1798,
2 C.K.S., PRC/34/241.
2 UEIKLS,, UB2/T240.
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SALTS PLLACE

SOME VOICES FROM THE PAST

JULIA PAGE

Old houses in a village are tantalising. They stand mute with only the
bare, constructional bones to give a clue to past centuries, while their
inhabitants, for whom 'no more blazing hearth shall burn', will mostly have
disappeared without trace, taking their history with them to their Maker.

Yet, occasionally, we are lucky. A will may survive and we can identify
kinsmen and assess financial status, or perhaps an inventory comes to light,
compiled by local appraisers and allowing us to peep over their shoulders as,
painstakingly listing every object, they tramp from room to room. Best of all
for me, however, is the existence of correspondence connected with the owners,
for then the names acquire voices and personalities and I can step into
another's shoes. Literate owners who wrote and received letters - which their
descendents forebore to destroy! - give us a wonderful glimpse into lives led
during certain periods.



Salts Place in Loose is just such a house. Turn left at the Chequers into Salts
Lane and it lies on the right of the steep hill leading up to Hubbards Lane, a cosy,
warm Tudor manor, its windows catching the sun and proud cedars of Lebanon
continuing to defy wind and hurricane. Anyone in the village will tell you how it
got its name - except that the stories do not agree. It comes from mineral salts
found in the neighbourhood, says one; its first owner was an admiral, an Elizabethan
‘old salt', declares another; yet none can quote chapter and verse of incontrovertible
proof and for the serious historian, who dares not deal in myth and legend, the
mystery remains.

Salts Place, a recent view of the south front

But if we have not yet discovered who built the house, we do know from quite
early on who lived there because in 1661, perhaps a century or so after its
construction, Ralph Bufkin¥, kinsman to the Bufkins of Gore Court, Otham, and Captain
of the Trained Bands for his area, on 20 March that year wrote from his home at
Salts Place to the Constable of ‘ye Hundred of Maidstone', warning him of the
forthcoming Muster at the Woolsack, Linton, at 8 o'clock in the morning and reminding
him that 'you are likewise to let them know that ye Mustermaster General will be
there to view their arms...'.?

Bufkin was a man of some substance, a landowner, highly respected in the county
and presumably regularly conducting his business in the neighbourhood, with the
accompanying obligation of meetings with interested parties, as the following letter
shows,

* spelt either with one ‘f' or two; it varies.
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These For my honoured Friend Ralph Bufkin Esg

Hollingbourne
Aprill 29th 1672

My Cousin Harlackenden and Mr Bradshaw are now here with mee, having brought
downe the Decree of the Court, together with some Indentures engrossed for our
sealing: We all make it our Request to you that you would meete at the White
horse at Sandway on Wednesday about ten of the Clock in the Morning, where my
Cousin Halfe I suppose will likewise bee; And where you will certainly find Sir
Your most humble Servant
J Culpeper=

This meeting has quite a modern ring to it, with the participants riding over,
or perhaps jolting through the lanes in their carriages instead of motoring along
tarmacadam roads, the difference being the comfort and the time taken to do so, plus,
of course, the absence of the telephone to set the whole thing up.

Presumably, having no children of his own, Bufkin bequeathed Salts Flace to his
distant cousin, John Martin, who may have been only slightly younger and, from the
tone of these letters to Ralph, obviously a close friend.

Westmter Mar 30th 1699

Cosen,

This day I thank you I have gott abroad again, I am very thankfull to you
for your Hearty Wishes that I may escape that greivous affliction, the Gout, I
am very apprehensive that my lameness is too Near a Kin to it, this is the 3 or
4th time I have been touched with it; Mr Frewen was with me today and
encourages me that he can help me to pills that may prevent it coming again or
if it should happen to surprise me he hath other pills that will prevent its
running to any great Extreamity ....

Your faithfull humble servt
Jn Martin=®

Twelve days later another arrived at Salts Place from him.

Cosen,

My feet as yet serve me but very lamely that I can't well get to Mr Smith.
I can a make shift to hop along to the Excheqr and as for Skinners Hall I have
nothing to doe there, for as I feared during my confinement and absence from
thence, they made choise of another to fit in my roome ....¢

One trusts that the lameness had disappeared before he inherited Salts Place in
1710, and the necessity of having 'to hop along' the lane, home from the village.
That he and his wife frequently entertained in the house is suggested in a letter
written by Mr Briggs. Martin's son and heir, Denny, was first married to a Harriet
Briggs and this gentleman may have been the father-in-law. No year is given with
the date but the letter was sent from North Street in London on 12 September,
addressed to 'John Martin Esqr at Loose near Maidstone'.

Sir;

We got well to London last night and promise ourselves the happiness of
seeing our Kentish friends next week if we can dispatch our preparations for
housekeeping by that time; my spouse would think herself very much obligd to

11



Mrs Martin if she would enquire for A good servant for her, being desirous of
securing to herself that material piece of Household stuff as soon as she can.
She joins with me in my very Humble service to your family and Friends,
I am your most obedient Humble Servt
H. Briggs®

The east front of Salts Place (from Charles Igglesden's
A Saunter through Kent with Pen and Fencil, vol.ix, c1916)

Martin's sojourn in Salts Place may not have been long because by 1720 we find
his son, Denny (not to be confused with the Revd. Denny later in the century), in
residence, and, being also a well-to-do man, speculating on the Stock Market.

Despite the fact that Denny's own voice is not heard in the letters, it makes no
matter because the content shows that, together with three other gentlemen, he was
buying and selling shares in the South Sea Company.

The decade 1710-20 was one of increasing, intense, inflated commercialism,
culminating in January 1720 with the First Lord of the Treasury welcoming a proposal
from this South Sea Company (on apparently favourable terms) to take over the whole
of the National Debt, excepting that held by the Bank of England and the East India
Company, i.e. over £30,000,000 of the total of £51,000,000. As the Oxford History of
England puts it, 'After some competition with an offer from the Bank, parliament was
induced to accept the Company's revised proposal to incorporate three-fifths of the
national debt in its own capital, to pay more than £7,000,000 for this privilege, and
accept from the government 5% interest on the sum incorporated until 1727 and 4%
thereafter. The Company expected to recoup itself partly by its profits from the
South Sea trade and its Asiento concession* but chiefly from the rise in value of its
shares'.®

Initially, all appeared to go well and thousands of people, who could not really
afford to lose, enthusiastically invested to their limits, and held on, while the more
knowing, seeing the ready market, repeatedly bought and sold. The crash - the
bursting of the South Sea Bubble - came nine months later, at the beginning of
September, and one wonders how much Denny Martin, quite a canny speculator, gained
and lost by his transactions.

* The monopoly of the slave trade with Spanish West Indies.
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Denny's main correspondent was his cousin, Charles Fox, who acted for him in the
purchase of the shares, and the letters trace their fortunes over the weeks.

London
ye 31 March 1720
Dr Cosin,

This is to advise you that today I have bought One hund. pound South Sea
Stock at 308 perct which with broakeridge ammounts to £308-10-0. You are
Concernd but ye ¥ part which is 77-2-6 my Selfe ye same; -ye other halfe
betwixt Mr Wallfree & my brother who have hitherto been Concernd in everything
I have transacted; I durst not venture more because ye prise is high; however
hope shall sell it to advantage as soon as I can meet with an opportunity of
laying ye remaining part of your mony out will be sure to embrace it, at
present everything is high, & as I am to be concernd with you, am very Cautious
as I told you before; I shall send to you often; you must excuse Ceremonie, Yrs
C Fox '

A Gentleman in Company with me now gave this day 311 per cent for £500 Stock.”

London
ye 22 Aprll 1720
Dr Cosin,

Munday last I bought ye £100 South Sea Stock in againe at 332 whereof
you were concernd ye ¥ part & yesterday Sold it out againe at 340. The
Affrican we have still & Keats which remains much about ye same prise; I was in
hopes South Sea would have been lower today yt so I might have come in againe,
but it is now about 346 however I think to come in againe for people have a
Strange Notion of its coming up to 400 quickly. Mr Brown & I talk of seeing
you sometime next week. Dr Bromfield calld on me yesterday & told me yt you
had been pritty successfull in Stock Jobbing, he gives his Service to you; when
I do any further business shall acquaint you my service to everyboedy, I am, Yr
Affect. Cosin, Chas Fox.

Yr Gaines in my last 12. 6.6.
Yr Proffit on South Sea since 1.18.6

The next letter from Fox, dated 6 May, is too torn to tell us anything except
scraps of stock market news apparently unrelated to the South Sea Company, although
this might be in the part that is missing, and Dr J. Bromfield, mentioned in Fox's
previous letter, now writes to Martin on 'May ye 31st 1720'. The 'franks' referred to
were the means of obtaining cheaper postage.

Dear Br

I hope you got well down on Saturday, my wife who had ye keeping of ye
Franks was gone to sleep before I came home so yt I could not send ye news till
this Post. Remember us both to my Br & let Him know my wife mends apace, yt
my Sister Bromfield will send down ye Chairs on Thursday. The Stocks continue
to get ground this day they are above 600. Grey proves very well., My Service
attends yr good Family.

I am yrs Most Affectionately, Bromfield.

Our love to Br Briggs.®

Lastly, Charles Fox indicates the sorry end to these gentlemen's hopes of the South
Sea Company.
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Londn
ye lst November 1720
Dr Cos,

I cant yet send you any Comfortable News of Stocks for they all keep very
lowe and unless they rise quickly I shall despair they ever will. The Dutch
Tickets have been forcd to renew againe. I was to wait on Mr Brigs at Dr
Broomfields but they was all from home pray my service to him & I wish him Joy.
tell me in your next if you have heard from ye Gentleman you was to see at
Dover and how his business is like to go forwards. I wish he may be prosperous
in his undertaking. my Service to Everybody.

Yr affec. Cos, C Fox'®

So much then for some of the inhabitants of Salts Place and their friends. But'
these letters are merely the tip of the iceberg, a few pleces of a massive jigsaw,
and our Research Group would welcome anyone willing to fill in some more of the
gaps. There is scarce another old house in Loose with quite the written rewards
available.

In July 1947 I stayed in Salts Flace for a week, while the then owner's daughter
‘and I went plum-picking at Fympes Court Farm, and I have never forgotten those sunny
days and the peace and quiet of this lovely house.
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MISCELLANEA 2
from Pat Jenner's collection
Church Festival
Tomorrow let us venerate Epiphany with deep devotion, for it is a very high and
principal feast. I know not whether Epiphany was a man or a woman but whatsoever it

may have been, this day must be observed by us with godly fear.

(From The Country Friest in English History)
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THE REVEREND DENNY MARTIN,
A LOOSE CONNECTION WITH THE ISLE

OF WIGHT
JOHN WATSON

Foreword

I live in Loose but have a small holiday cottage at Yarmouth on the Isle
of Wight. A few miles inland from Yarmouth is the Manor of Arreton, the
history of which goes back to Saxon times and which is mentioned in the
Domesday Book. On an early visit to Arreton, I was interested to see that the
Lord of the Manor at the end of the 18th century was the Revd. Denny Martin, as
1 connected that name with Loose Parish Church. On checking, I found that Denny
Martin was indeed a minister at Loose at that time. Fascinated by this link
between the two places, I felt that a little research into the life and times of
the Revd. Martin would be a worthwhile project, and what follows is the result
of my preliminary enquiries.

Arreton Manor, Isle of Wight

The National and International Background
The latter years of the 18th century, when Denny Martin was at Loose, were

eventful times. Abroad, to quote but two examples, America gained its
independence, and France became embroiled in revolution. At home, George III ‘

15



