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The Society was formed in 1989 with the following aim enshrined in its Constitution:
'to research and record the history of Loose and its neighbourhood, and pursue these
ends by means of a research group, lectures, exhibitions, publications and other
events of a supportive nature'. The Constitution also states that 'the Society shall
continue to collect evidence of Loose and its neighbourhood's history, and work
towards acquiring a central repository at some future date'. The repository is still
some way off. but the archive collection is growing steadily and is available for
members of the Society and others to examine on application to the Archivist.

General meetings are held monthly. usually in the Loose Infants' School. The
Research Group meets less frequently to discuss members' work, publications, the
planning of exhibitions etc. For details of membership of the Society and its
activities. please contact the Secretary, whose address and telephone number is
opposite

The name 'Loose' is usually taken as being derived from the Old English ‘Hlose',
meaning ‘place of pigs'. and the above logo showing a medieval pig has therefore been
adopted by the Society

Have you thought of joining?

Scriba House, Loose Road, Maidstone ME15 OAA

A229 next Lo Kings Arms. THE FRIENDS OF MAIDSTONE MUSEUMS
Telephone & Fax: 0622 746037 AND ART GALLERY

JOAN JONES (Furnishings)

~ for a [riendly personal service ~

Talks on a Variety of Subjects by Experts
Visits to Places of Interest, and you can lend a hand
in the museums themselves

Mahogany, Yew & Pine.

Heench La”(')']m.' Ocjfm.if”ml Chaits, Annual Fee: Single £7.50; Couple £12
yels dart. For details, phone Maidstone (01622) 743717

Museum & Art Gallery. Faith Street - Tyrwhitt-Drake Museum of Carriages

MALCOLM MOGG TRAVEL

439 Loose Road, Maidstone. Tel. 01622 743253

January - Pantomime July : Hampton Court Flower Show
February . Holiday-on-lce Royal Tournament

March:  London Shows August : Stately Homes

April - Spring Tours September : Scenic Tour

May Windsor Horse Show October:  Autumn Tour

June : Isle of Wight November : Winter Wonderland

December : London Lights
Many more tours available - to France and the UK.
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EDITORIAL

Purchasers of earlier issues of oose 1hreuads may well have been wondering when on
earth issue number 4 was going to appear. They need wonder no longer, for it has at
last arrived. For the Editor it is a relief, as its gestation has been a somewhat long-
winded and tiresome business - mainly the result of a wish to produce a journal which
would look more professional, followed by the difficulty in getting access to and
learning how to use the all-singing, all-dancing computer equipment which would
create pages of the desired quality. He can only apologise for the delay and hope that
readers think it has all been worthwhile. .

Most of the articles in this issue are, as usual, by regular members of the Society's
Research Group. but there are a couple which are not, and it is worth saying that if
anyone has an article either in mind or completed which is of local interest, and
which he/she would like to see in Loose Threads, please contact the Editor.

The subjects covered in the present issue are of the customary assortment - from
people and properties to industry, transport and entertainment - but their authors, I am
sure, would not claim them to be in any way the last word on the matter; and we
would urge anyone who is moved to argue with any of our statements or conclusions,
or who may be able to add to our information, to speak up or write in. We would be
delighted to hear from you.

Finally. I should like to welcome Sally Carss into the Editor's chair. She has very
kindly agreed to type up the articles for Loose Threads No.5 and prepare it for the
printers. My thanks to all those who have helped in the production of Nos.1-4.

Roger Thornburgh,
Editor (retiring).

New Editor: Mrs Sally Carss, 4 Rosemount Close, Loose, ME15 0BJ. Tel. 743717
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Frank Allchurch, 1 Staffa Road, Loose Court, Loose, ME15 9ST Tel. 744550
Clive Cheeseman, 46 Salts Avenue, Loose, ME15 0AY
Anne Creasey, 'Salokin', Pickering Street, Loose, ME15 9RH Tel. 744837
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THE INHABITANTS OF HAYLE PLACE IN THE 19TH CENTURY ‘
Sl Wilson |

When George Marsham died in 1927, his family had lived at Hayle Place for one

hundred years. His maternal grandfather, Lieutenant Colonel Walter Jones of the

Leitram Militia, of Balinamore, Co. Leitram, Ireland, had bought it from the

Hollingsworths in 1827. According to the memorials in Loose Church, Colonel Jones'

father was Admiral Theophilus Jones, R.N., and his mother was Lady Catherine, f
daughter of the Earl of Tyrone. Colonel Jones had a younger brother, another }
Admiral Theodore or Theophilus Jones, R.N., and it was he who built Havle Cottage. ‘
He died in 1835, aged 77 years.

Colonel Jones had married Catharine Penelope, daughter of Lacelles Iremonger, at St.
George's, Hanover Square, London, in 1806. There was probably a connection with
the Marsham family, because when her aunt, Penelope Iremonger, left her some
money in 1813, the Earl of Romney was her trustee. Perhaps that was why they came
to live at Hayle Place, as the land adjoined the Earl of Romney's estates. They had
five daughters, four of whom survived: Maria Sophia, born 1806; Catharine Penelope,
born 1808; Elizabeth Marcia, born 1810; and Sophia, born 1813. Of these only Maria
and Elizabeth married, and their husbands were brothers.

Maria married Captain Henry James Shovell Marsham, R.N., in 1838. He had been
born in 1794, and joined the navy in 1807, when he was thirteen years old, as a first
class Volunteer on board the Superb. He served on ships in the Arctic, the
Mediterranean and the Atlantic, was appointed to the rank of Captain of the Malabar
in 1833, retiring on half-pay in 1834, and subsequently rose to the rank of Admiral.
They had no chidren.

Elizabeth was married in 1833 to the Revd. George Frederick John Marsham, Rector
of Allington. He and Maria's husband were two of the sons of a former Rector of
Allington, Dr. Jacob Marsham, brother of the 1st arl of Romney. There is a deed
showing the marriage settlement in which Colonel Jones promises to pay her an
annuity during his lifetime of £67.10s. plus her share of several monies. It does not
seem an excessive amount even with inflation taken into account. They lived at
Allington Rectory and had seven children - five daughters and two sons, of which four
daughters and one son survived. The son was George Marsham, born in 1849; his
mother died in childbirth. Three years later, the children's father also died, and they
came to Hayle Place to live.

Colonel Jones had died in 1839, his widow Catharine in 1856. After she died, Maria,
who was her father's heir, and her husband became the 'Jones Marshams', and it seems
that it was then that they occupied Hayle Cortage. The Misses Catharine and Sophia
Jones continued to live at Hayle Place with their sister's orphaned children. Of the
four girls, Catherine, Marcia, Frances and Elizabeth, two of them married: Catherine
to the Revd. W. Gale Townley in 1866, and Frances to the Revd. Cloudesley D.
Bullock-Marsham in 1876, who was one of her father's nephews. George Marsham
never married. As the only nephew, he was his aunt Marcia's heir. She died in 1861
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and at some point Admiral Jones-Marsham went to live at Huyle Place with the rest
of the family.

The senior George F.J. Marsham, Rector of Allington, was one of thirteen children -
seven girls and six boys. One of his sisters, Charlotte Louisa, married a Captain
William Style R.N. in 1814, and another sister, Emily, married Sir Charles Fitzroy
Maclean Bart. in 1831. These particular sisters are mentioned because an Albert E.
Style lived at Hayle Cottage about 1870-1878 and later in the 1880s it was occupied
by Lt. Col. Fitzroy Maclean, C.O. of the Queen's Own Royal West Kent Yeomanry
Cavalry. It seems likely that these are more cousins. When Mis Catherine Jones died
in 1885, George Marsham went to live at Hayle C'ottage. By then Admiral Jones-
Marsham had died (in 1875), as had also his sister Elizabeth (in 1883). Hayle Place
was then occupied by Colonel Pitt and his family from 1887 to 1913. He is listed in
the Census as a paper manufacturer.

The Revd. George F.J. Marsham's brothers' families, and his own son George, were
mostly all educated at Eton and either Christ Church or Merton College, Oxford.
They were all keen cricketers, three of them playing for the university;, Cloudesley
Dewar Bullock-Marsham, who married George Marsham's sister Frances, was
described as the best gentleman bowler of his day and played for the university for
five years 1854-1858. The Censuses show that these cousins stayed at Hayle Place,
and with this cricketing background in his childhood, it is not surprising that George
Marsham should have the same love and ability for the game.

When one looks at the pattern of these two families, the Jones and the Marshams,
they seem to fulfill all we expect of an upper class Victorian family, the education,
the professions, the sport, the numerous cousins and aunts, but the intense
intermarriage seems very surprising.

The family were not the only people to live at Hayle Place. The first Census, taken in
1841, shows that the Jones family were not in residence, but the staff were still living
there of course. Some were living in a cottage near Hayle Place. There were three
servants registered in Hayle Place itself, two women servants and John Gilmore, a
male servant aged 25. The interesting thing about this entry is that exactly the same
entry occurs again on the same sheet but living at /vy Cottages. He was probably left
in charge.

In 1851, Mrs C. Jones and her two daughters were living there. There were nine
servants living in - a cook, two lady's maids, two housemaids, a kitchenmaid, a
laundrymaid and two footmen. One of the lady's maids was called Sarah Fryer, aged
44, and one of the housemaids a Mary Butler or Butcher, aged 34. Most of the male
servants were married and lived in cottages on the estate - the gardener, for example.
He was born in Gosport and his wife, a British subject, in Bermuda, which suggests
that perhaps there was a naval connection with Admiral Jones Marsham. There was
also John Tyrell, a coachman, and his family, living on the estate and, at Ivy Cottage.
a John Gilmore, another coachman, aged 36.

By 1881, one can see that the numbers of staff remain roughly the same. Most of the
indoor staff are female and young and change over the years. Some names, however,
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keep occurring. Sarah Fryer is now 74 and has risen to the rank of housekeeper,
whereas Mary Butcher or Butler is a laundrymaid. The gardeners do not seem to stay
very long, for there is a different name every ten years until 1881: Luckhurst appears
again in 1891. Henry Freed, the butler in 1861 is still the butler in 1881. The
coachman, John Tyrrell, listed in 1851, is still down as a coachman in 1881, aged 74.
His son, Alfred Edward, is also a coachman and living next to John Gilmore at Ivy
Cottages. John Gilmore, however, now aged 66, is a postman.

For some servants, Hayvle Place was their home as well as the Jones/Marsham's. Even
when they are old, the are still living there. It would seem that the Jones/Marsham
family were good employers and it was a good household to work for.
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JUST PASSING THROUGH : THOMAS FOSTER (1820-1891)
Paul Newton Taylor

In local history journals, one often reads articles about the great and the good (and the
not-so-good) who lived out their lives in one particular area. But what about those
who suddenly appear; stick around for a short while and move on as suddenly as they
appeared? Surely they can be as interesting as their less mobile contemporaries and
their lives can tell us just as much about their times.

Take, for example, Thomas Foster, one of several schoolmasters listed in the Loose
entry of Bagshaw's 1847 Directory of Kent. His daughters Anne and Ellen were
baptised at All Saints, Loose, in April 1849 and J uly 1850 respectively. They,
together with his wife Anne and mother Sophia, are listed in the census of April 1851,
at which time Thomas was 29. However, after that they are heard of no more. Where
did Thomas come from and where did he go?

The answer to the first part of the question is relatively easy. The 1851 census gives
Thomas' place of birth as East Farleigh, and if we look in the registers of East
Farleigh church we find that Thomas, son of James and Sophia Foster, was baptised
on 26 January 1821; an elder brother, James, had been baptised on 8 May 1817.

In the graveyard of East Farleigh church we find three gravestones close together
marking three generations of Fosters. The latest refers to J ames, son of James and
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Catherine, who died in June 1830 aged 36 years leaving issue James, Thomas, George
and Sophia. This must be our man Thomas' father; the burial register of 1830 records
that James came from Maidstone at that time. [ recently came across the papers of
one of Thomas' grandsons, Lt. Col. Foster DSO, and in these Lt. Col. Foster records
that James died of typhoid. Lt. Col. Foster also records that his grandfather first
became a schoolmaster at Chatham, then at Maidstone, before starting his own school
at Loose.

Before we leave East Farleigh we should note that Thomas' grandfather, James the
Elder, died in 1811 aged 80 and his father, Thomas died in 1776, aged 76. I should
point out that my reading of the gravestones was aided by a transcript in the Centre
for Kentish Studies, obviously made some some years ago before the ravages of time
set in, although one can still make out most of the words on the gravestones if not the
dates. If you go into the church itself you can see a memorial in the bell tower
recording the elder Thomas' bequest of £130 to the parish for the relief of the poor at
Christmas. Thomas must have been quite a wealthy man (his will is in the Public
Record Office in Chancery Lane) but it appears that the Foster family fortunes had
declined in the next fifty years.

Thomas Foster
(1820-1891)

Our first sighting of Thomas in Loose is, as already mentioned, as a 27-year old
schoolmaster. Bagshaw says this was a boarding school and in the 1851 census he
had two boarders resident with the family on North Hill: Charles Ellis, 12, and Robert
Sweetlove, 9. Thomas gives his profession as schoolmaster at his daughters' baptisms
and at the 1851 census.

The census shows that his wife, Ann aged 22, was born in Loose. Lt-Col Foster's
papers include an original copy of their marriage certificate, and this shows that they
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were married in April 1848 at Islington parish church. Thomas gives his occupation
as surveyor and both parties give their address as 12 Brooksay Street, Islington. Lt-
Col Foster notes that the marriage took place at Islington because Ann's parents did
not approve of their daughter marrying a village schoolmaster. Who were Ann's
parents? The marriage certificate records that Ann's father was William Skinner,
farmer. The Loose parish registers tell us that Ann Skinner was born on 11 January
1829 and baptised 26 April 1829, the daughter of William and Ann Skinner. Readers
of the last edition of Loose Ihreads may recall that they lived in Pickering Street, and
it is interesting to note that although both were born in Loose, they too went to
London to be married - at St Paul's, Covent Garden in December 1824.

That brings us to the second part of the question posed at the beginning of this article:
where did Thomas go? Lt-Col Foster tells us that Thomas' father-in-law lent him
money to start a farm at Chart Sutton. This was a successful venture for Thomas, and
he had soon paid William Skinner off. In the 1861 census Thomas Foster is shown as
living at Norton Court I'arm, farming 77 acres and employing 8 labourers and 2 boys.
He now has a further six children (we'll come back to these later) aged between nine
and one years. They were all born at Chart Sutton, so it appears that Thomas moved
there between April 1851 (the census) and May 1852 when Agnes is baptised at Chart
Sutton where her father has already become a farmer (according to the baptism
records). He is certainly doing well for himself in 1861, as he has two servants in the
house. By 1871 he has expanded to 190 acres, employing 21 men and 4 boys, but has
cut back to only one live-in servant, presumably as the children got older; and in 1881
he is farming 280 acres with 16 men and 4 boys. Thomas made his will on 2 May
1889 and died on 18 February 1891 at New House, Chart Sutton (where he had moved
sometime in the 1870s) leaving some £1,265.

An obituary in the South Fastern Gazette in February 1891 records that Thomas had
worked his farms with varying success for many years. It continues: ‘He was of genial
though modest nature, but perhaps the keenest enjoyment he felt and afforded was in
his violin performances. It was a positive delight to see him play! Like the rest of us,
he had his troubles, but with the fiddle in hand every crease of his features smoothed
out, his eyes brightened, and he became a picture of animation. [ doubt if Rossini
had half so much pleasure in scoring his overtures as My Foster had in playing them.’

Thomas had come a long way in his seventy years. However, he only spent about four
years in Loose (possibly a few more), so what relevance has he to the village. Some
readers may remember Alan Wilson who lived in Loose Road for many years until his
death at the age of 93 in 1983; his father ran Upper Mill in Salts Lane, and Alan is
quoted at length in R.J. Spain's article on The Loose Watermills in Archaeologia
Cantiana in 1972, Alan Wilson's mother was Lilian Foster and so Alan was one of
Thomas' many grandchildren. Another grandchild, Mary daughter of William Foster
and sister of Lt-Col Foster, remembers visiting her Wilson cousins as a young girl
before the First World War. One of the older Wilson children used to pump the organ
by hand in Loose church, and some sixty years later Mary still remembered having a
go herself. In some ways Mary is the key to our story because she was my
grandmother.



SCHOOL DAYS AT LOOSE, 1939-1945
Helen Gallavin

The article below was compiled using the lLoose School Log Book 1939-1945.

Plans to provide adequate schooling were made well in advance of the outbreak of
World War Two, and on 26 August 1939 all teaching staff were recalled from their
summer holidays owing to the crisis. On 1 September, the school was reopened as a
Reception Centre for evacuees. The Headmaster at this time was Mr Waldron, and he
was in charge of the billeting arrangements.

Loose School Teaching Staff, 1939.
Standing: Mr W. Breakwell, Mr K. Knight,

Miss D. Stockwell, Mrs E. Parker, Mr Robson, Mr R.1.. Waldron (Head):
Sitting:  Mrs D. Jarrett, Miss E. Godden, Mr G. Bartlett, Miss N. Woodard,

The school began its new term on 25 September 1939, but no more than 150 children
were allowed on the premises at one time. Loose took in children from Boughton
Monchelsea as well. It was arranged that 150 seniors should attend on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, and 150 juniors on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.
School hours were 8.50-11.50am and 1.15-3.30pm. Six male teachers from another
school joined the staff temporarily, and children were divided into eight groups each
day, with one teacher in charge of each group, During this time, senior girls did work
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in the Domestic Science Room and senior boys did Woodwork. Also, part of the
allotments were used for cultivation by the boys. School dinners were provided at a
charge of 4d per day.

By 23 October, new arrangements had been made: the old school at the top of
Malthouse Hill was reopened for evacuated children and Loose infants for five days a
week, and additional accommodation was organised in the Women's Institute Hall (at
the bottom of Malthouse Hill) and the Baptist Church school room. Accomodation
was a major problem for Mr Waldron, for it was necessary to provide the children
with somewhere to go when they couldn't be at school. Extra space was found,
however - in the Old Quarry Church, the Star, the Cheguers, the Congregational
Chapel, and the Vicar's Hall.

By January 1940, a start had been made on the trenches and shelters and it was felt
that, despite all the disruption, schoolwork had been accomplished reasonably well
without the children slipping back in their work. On 21 June, the school closed for
one week's fruit picking, and the summer holidays started on 24 August.

The children returned to school on 7 October and, during the term, the Headmaster
recorded that many visits were made to the trenches and shelters. However, despite
such problems in the following months, fairly normal school routine was maintained,
with even the school dentist and nurse visiting regularly. Some teachers were called
up or moved around. During the summer break of 1942, although the school was
officially closed, the building remained open for children to come in voluntarily, with
half the staff remaining on duty. Various activities were organised, such as walks,
swimming, blackberrying, a wild-flower show, film shows, tea-parties, jam-making,
toy-making and games. Milk was also supplied for the children.

During 1943, it was mentioned that, on 14 April, the children were assembled outside
the school as the Duchess of Kent was passing through Loose; and on 7 June, Pilot
Officer Ralph visited the school to speak about 'Wings for Victory' week.

School carried on as normally as possible throughout the war, but on 16 June 1944,
children were sent home in the morning because of enemy activity with the V1 flying
bomb. By July, not many children were attending because their parents were
frightened of the gunfire and the flying bomb. The Headmaster arranged for a system
of spotting to give as much warning of enemy approach as possible, but it proved
difficult to get the children into the shelters. On 27 July 1944, a flying bomb fell in
Loose during the afternoon, landing at the top of Lancet Lane. There were no
casualties at the school, however, and the building suffered little damage. During
these difficult times, school continued until 8-9 May 1945 when it closed for the
‘Victory in Europe' celebrations.
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FUN AND GAMES IN COXHEATH CAMP, 1804
Julia Page

Those who have read Loose Threads, volumes 1 and 2, may recall that for some time
my area of research has been the use of Coxheath as a military encampment during
the various periods of conflict between 1757 and 1815, and recently I have come
across a few interesting documents referring to some leisure activities organised by
one particular regiment whilst stationed there. By and large, evidence of links
between the village and the camp is hard to find, very little seems to have been
written down, and thus the modest snippets forming this article are quite a break-
through in their own small way.

And perhaps at this point I ought to explain to new readers that previous to the late
nineteenth century there was no Coxheath village, merely a 3'2 mile area of
scrubland running from east to west and sliced through in the 1750s by the new
turnpike road from Maidstone to Cranbrook, whose route ran down Old Loose Hill
and up the other side towards Linton, approximately following the present road.
Whenever the military encamped, their tented lines covered the stretch from the
outskirts of Boughton, close to the Cock Inn, and across the southern end of Loose
parish roughly to the Bird in Hand, with the remaining acres _ |

up to the Farleigh T-junction given over for manoeuvres ' J

and Field Day exercises, the latter frequently watched 7 (2

by some eminent VIPs, including royalty. b

Camp cook-shop i . te
(drawn by William Henry Pyne from his 'Mzcmwwn 1 808)

The year 1803 witnessed the outbreak of yet a further war, when France, ruled by
Napoleon, threatened an invasion and subjugation of Britain in similar style to that
promised by Hitler in 1940; and, as in 1940, Kent was to be the gateway. So once
again Loose saw the military wagons, loaded with tents and camp equipment,
creaking down the hill and up onto the heath, preparatory to the arrival of the
regiments, currently marching towards Kent from all corners of the kingdom. The
build up of troops grew and grew and a year later the canvas barracks housed nearly
10,000 men, while before the war ended this number topped 17,000.

However, with the months rolling by and Napoleon's threats failing to materialise, the
regiments began to make themselves more comfortable, and one must say that there
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are few armies more adept at homemaking and socialising than the British. Night
after night the hillside was lit by a myriad flickering camp fires as the groups,
gathering in small messes with their friends, sat cosily round them, officers and men
alike setting a seal on the age-old camaraderie of service. The general staff,
meanwhile, were ensconced in the nearby houses, for example (lock House Farm,
Boughton Monchelsea Pluce - where Major General the Lord Southampton's good
lady gave birth to a son - and .inton Purk, the headquarters of the Officer
commanding the camp.

No military camp of any size is ever without its guns, and a unit of the Royal
Atrtillery, commanded by Lt. Col. Sir Francis Whitworth, was amongst the many
regiments on Coxheath. The problem of stabling horses, particularly in winter, was
always foremost in the armies of yesterday, depending as they did on the animals for
both transport and draught, and care of the horses took pride of place. Not
unnaturally, this extended to the officers' mounts, since a good horse was an
exceedingly expensive purchase, and in 1804 we find Col. Whitworth having stables
built on the RA lines, although whether for himself or the regimental horses is not
clear. However, maybe watching the construction of the buildings gave him a bright
idea, for soon after he ordered a hall to be built as well, for the purpose of elegant
entertainment such as would be found in a town Assembly Rooms. And no doubt it
proved a very popular move. Everyone had already lived through one winter on the
heath with nothing to do after hours; Loose itstelf certainly lacked amenities, and
Maidstone's Assembly Rooms, with so many regiments in the vicinity - the Barracks
for example were packed - would be very overcrowded.

The idea seems to have been carefully worked out and on the 3 September 1804 a
contract was drawn up between Sir Francis Whitworth and ‘William Cutbush and
Henry Hills, both of Maidstone in Kent, Carpenters and Joiners' for the construction
of the building, Whitworth being very concise in what he required. For the sum of
£165 'und of the materials’, Cutbush and Hills agreed that ‘on or before the thirteenth
day of September instant' they would ‘erect and in a good substantial and
workmanlike manner completely finish ... a Building for the purposes of a Ball or
Assembly Room, u Coffee und Tea Room and Ladies Room - the whole ... (o be eighty
Feet in length, twenty four IFeet in width and sixteen Ieet in height in the clear or
internal parts thereof and (o be divided in such Munner as the said Sir I'rancis
Whitworth shall direct. The outside of the said Building to be boarded with
Featheredged Baitins and the Inside thereof, also the Cieling and partitions to be
boarded with half Inch Deals planed and grooved, the Floor to be laid with one Inch
Deals und the Roof to be covered with plain Tiles, with seven sash windows and three
Doors to be placed in such parts of the said Rooms us the said Sir Francis Whitworth
shall think proper, and an enclosed and covered passuge nineteen Feet long and six
Feet wide in the clear from Coxheuth to the said Ballroom o be lined, floored and
cieled in the same munner as the said Rooms are hereby agreed to be done, and with
Lock and Key to the Quter Door of the said passage'.! All the parties signed the
contract and the plans were drawn up, which happily survive to this day.

With regard to payment, it was agreed to be made on 13 September providing the
building was completely finished to Sir Francis' specifications, and Whitworth
ensured punctuality by adding the clause that 'William Cutbush and Henry Hills ...
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further agree to abate and deduct out of the said sum ... the sum of ten pounds for
every day after the said thirteenth September instant that the said Building shall
remain unfinished and incompleat'?

Ten days for such a project sounds short, but the following account also exists which
suggests that Cutbush and Hills' contributions to the scheme came last, and that a
great deal of preparation was carried out by military personel before the civilians
arrived on site.

AMOUNT OF MONEY ON ACCOUNT OF BUILDING THE BALLROOM

For NC officers

16 days at 2s per day I 42 0
For Privates

102 days at Is per day 3 20
For Carpenters

to drink on finishing 1 -1
For Bricklayers to drink

on finishing 10. 6
For Porter given to the Workmen

at the Ballroom and Theatre 7. 3.4

4. 8. 10

A study of this account begs several questions, beginning with the puzzle over the
number of days paid to the non-commissioned officers and privates. One wonders
how many were employed, and on what tasks. Tantalisingly, these are not listed.
Also, the sum of £7. 3. 4. 'for porter given to the Workmen'is enormous; at that price
it must have been an extraordinarily good party. Unfortunately, too, the clerk couldn't
add up - the total should read £15. 8.10 - and this leaves one wondering if he made
other mistakes. The mention of the Theatre refers to Whitworth's plan to extend the
building and include one if sufficient money by way of additional subscriptions came
in. Theatrical productions were regularly got up by regiments when in camp, the
amateur actors taking anything from Sheridan to Shakespeare in their stride, and the
gunners were clearly happy to tread the boards if the money was forthcoming.

But if this account confuses us a little, the regulations for controlling functions,
except in one particular, are extremely clear; and no one was going to be allowed to
step out of line. A committee was formed to run the place and they came up with a
set of rules not dissimilar to those of any well-conducted Assembly Room. They
began with the statement that ‘4// subscriptions must be closed by Friday at Twelve
0'Clock when the Committee will meet and no officer present in camp will be allowed
to subscribe nor can be admitted on any account', and of course this immediately sets
us wondering if they meant to exclude officers on camp, which cannot be right; so
perhaps, 190 or so years later, we are simply not au fait with something everyone took
for granted, ie. possibly that subscriptions had to be in by midday, willy nilly,
including those of the officers. However, thereafter there seem no puzzles.

'Ladies and Gentlemen will pay Eighteen Pence each for admission to the Balls for
which Tea, Cakes, Lights and Music will be provided, all other refreshments, and
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